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Our Faith on Sunday
1st March 2026 2nd Sunday of Lent (A)

GOSPEL REFLECTION

On this second Sunday of Lent, we 
are presented with the episode of 
the Transfiguration of the Lord. In a 
mysterious event Jesus anticipates the 

glory of his resurrected body in the 
presence of Peter, James, and John. 
On his way down the mountain, 
he instructed them not to speak 
about this until after he was raised 
from the dead. In saying this, Jesus 
is instructing us about the essential 
link between his death and his 
transfiguration. There can be no such 
transfiguration without a prior death. 
The essence of being a Christian is to 
share in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. When we look around at 
our world, we all are crying out for 
a transfiguration of ugliness into 
beauty, of lies into truth, of evil into 
goodness. We are eager for a “new 
heaven and a new earth”. There are 
those who put their faith in a belief 
in endless “progress” made possible 
by ever increasing leaps in science 

and technology. Instead, Jesus tells 
us: “Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit” (Jn. 12,24). Lent is the paschal 
journey of dying with Christ so as 
to rise with Christ. It is a matter of 
dying to our ego so as to be able to 
empty ourselves in prayer before our 
Father in heaven, and reach out in 
love to our neighbour. It is only in 
this way that our lives will truly be 
transfigured.

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL

BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL
FRATELLI TUTTI

The Ultimate Foundation
273. In this regard, I wish to cite the following memorable 
statement: “If there is no transcendent truth, in obedience 
to which man achieves his full identity, then there is no sure 
principle for guaranteeing just relations between people. Their 
self-interest as a class, group or nation would inevitably set them 
in opposition to one another. If one does not acknowledge 
transcendent truth, then the force of power takes over, and 
each person tends to make full use of the means at his disposal 
in order to impose his own interests or his own opinion, 
with no regard for the rights of others… The root of modern 
totalitarianism is to be found in the denial of the transcendent 
dignity of the human person who, as the visible image of the 
invisible God, is therefore by his very nature the subject of 
rights that no one may violate – no individual, group, class, 
nation or state. Not even the majority of the social body may 
violate these rights, by going against the minority”. 262

26262] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus (1 May 1991), 44: AAS 83 (1991), 849.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Cf. Ps 26:8-9
Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face.
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;
hide not your face from me.

COLLECT
O God, who have commanded us
to listen to your beloved Son,
be pleased, we pray,
to nourish us inwardly by your word,
that, with spiritual sight made pure,
we may rejoice to behold your glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 		

Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.	

FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of Genesis.	 Genesis 12:1-4a
In those days: The Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.’
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM	 Psalm 33(32):4-5. 18-19. 20, 22. R.22
R.  May your merciful love be upon us,
      as we hope in you, O Lord.
The word of the Lord is upright,
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right,
and his merciful love fills the earth.	 R.
Yes, the Lord’s eyes are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,
to rescue their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine.	 R.
Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
He is our help and our shield.
May your merciful love be upon us,
as we hope in you, O Lord.	 R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy.
				    2 Timothy 1:8b-10
 
Beloved: We share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 
who saved us and called us to a holy calling not because of our 
works, but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave 
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been 
manifested through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL	
Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.
From a bright cloud, the Father’s voice was heard:
‘This is my beloved Son, listen to him’.
Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.

GOSPEL                                            	 Matthew 17:1-9

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus took with him Peter and James and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter 
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I 
will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen 
to him.’ When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces 
and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
‘Rise, and have no fear.’ And when they lifted up their eyes, they 
saw no one, but Jesus only. And as they were coming down the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, ‘Tell no one the vision, until 
the Son of Man is raised from the dead.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this sacrifice, O Lord, we pray,
cleanse us of our faults
and sanctify your faithful in body and mind
for the celebration of the paschal festivities.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Mt 17:5
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
As we receive these glorious mysteries,
we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,
for allowing us while still on earth
to be partakers even now of the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Meditation Pope St. John Paul II
6 August 1999

In the event of the Transfiguration we contemplate the 
mysterious encounter between history, which is being built 
every day, and the blessed inheritance that awaits us in 
heaven in full union with Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End. We, pilgrims on earth, are 
granted to rejoice in the company of the transfigured Lord 
when we immerse ourselves in the things of above through 
prayer and the celebration of the divine mysteries. But, like 
the disciples, we too must descend from Tabor into daily life 
where human events challenge our faith. On the mountain we 
saw; on the paths of life we are asked tirelessly to proclaim 
the Gospel which illuminates the steps of believers... let us 
pray that every Christian will know how to draw courage and 
constancy from contemplating Christ, who ‘reflects the glory 
of God and bears the very stamp of his nature’ (Heb 1:3), in 
order to proclaim and witness faithfully through his words 
and works. May Mary, our tender and caring Mother, help us 
to be bright rays of the saving light of her Son Jesus.
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PARISH COMMUNITIES OF ST GEORGE POLEGATE AND ST WILFRID HAILSHAM 

Parish Priest: Fr Rory Kelly, St Wilfrid’s Presbytery, South Road, Hailsham BN27 3JG: 01323 841504 

hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk • www.saintsgeorgeandwilfrid.co.uk 

Safeguarding representative for both churches: Maria, 07873 759962 

Streaming via  https://saintsgeorgeandwilfrid.co.uk/online-masses-and-recordings/        https://m.facebook.com/gary.westcar#_=_ 

Weekly Services 

Sunday 1 March:  Second, ‘Transfiguration’ Sunday of 

Lent.   (Collection for CAFOD Today) 

9:00am St G Mass:  Parish Communities Int. 

10.30am St W Mass:   The Cleary Family RIP 

3pm St G Stations of the Cross 

Monday 2 March 

2:30pm St G Rosary Group: All welcome 

Tuesday 3 March 

10am St G Mass:  Mrs Dolores Giles RIP 

Wednesday 4 March  

 St W No Mass  

Thursday 5 March  

10:00am St G Stations of the Cross & Liturgy of  

               the Word 

11.30am St W Requiem Mass Cecilia Hyland 

Friday 6 March 

6.30pm St W Lenten Reconciliation Service 

Sunday 8 March: Third Sunday of Lent 

9:00am  St G Mass: Wilfredo Villaluna Int. 

10.30am  St W Mass:  Sheila & Family Int. 

3pm  St G Children’s Stations of the Cross 

Please remember in your prayers those who are unwell and 
those named in the books in our churches: 

Amy Jenkins, Lily May, Joshua Hardy, Peter and Teresa 
Zurenkas, Anne Holt, Margaret, Rosie Tuson, Lilian Summers, 
Sue Nye, Tom Woodrow-Spencer, Laurey Stimpson, Nicole 
McCutchan, Nellie Oakshott, Jean Molloy, Alan Smith, Julie 
Martin, Holly Leone, Deborah Osbourne Walker, Gill Standen, 
Letty Booth, Thomas Pailey, Thomas Guy, Michael O’Regan, 
Richard Streeter, Patricia Delaney, Graham, Pamela 
Swanston, Jean and Chris Littlewood, Jean Skelton, Jennifer, 
Peter Mitchell,  Madeleine Waters, Andrew, and Gerry Page  

Lots more information is available in the narthex, on our website and on the website of the New Parish: www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk 

Lenten Reconciliation Service on Friday, March 6th at 6.30pm in        
St Wilfrid's church.  

CAFOD Lent Appeal – Family Fast Day & Big Lent Walk 

Many thanks to all those who supported our soup lunch, last Sunday. 
Although we were low in number we were high in enthusiasm and 
spirit.  

If you were unable to attend our soup lunch you still have an 
opportunity to contribute to this very worthwhile cause. Your 
donations can help families around the world to grow food and build 
a future, even in the most difficult conditions. Please return your 
CAFOD envelope, use the digital plate, or donate online using the QR 
code provided. 

You can also support the Lent Appeal by sponsoring Gerry and Teresa 
Palmer, who are each walking 200km in 40 days as part of the CAFOD 
Big Lent Walk. Sponsor forms are available at the back of 
church, or you can support them online via the link 
provided. Teresa and Gerrys Big Lent Walk is fundraising for 
CAFOD  All funds raised will go directly to CAFOD. 

Lenten Reflection Course. Our weekly reflections continue on 
Wednesday mornings after the 10.00 mass in St Wilfrid’s. There are 
still opportunities to join us. It is not essential to have participated in 
previous sessions. For more information contact David Hoad or 
email pfc.hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk 

Spring Fair:  We’re looking forward to holding a Spring Fair in St 
Wilfrid’s Hall on Saturday 28th March, from 10.00am to 2.00pm. 
There’ll be plenty to enjoy, including craft stalls, a tombola, and 
refreshments throughout the day. 

We’d love a bit of help from parishioners to make the day really 
special—whether that’s lending a hand on the day, running a stall, or 
donating items for stalls or prizes. A list of suggested items to be 
donated will be handed out after mass next week.  

We’re also welcoming local makers, crafters, and small businesses 
who might like to take part. Independent stallholders can book a 
table for £10 per table. 

If you’d like to help, book a stall, or just find out more, please get in 
touch at hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk . There will be a short meeting 
after the 10.30 mass next Sunday (8th March) for all those who wish 
to volunteer to help run the event. Thank you so much for your 
support - we hope you can be part of it! 

Sunday Charity Breakfast:  March 29th , after mass at St George’s 
when we will be supporting “Smile Train”.  

Over 50’s Club:  26 March, 2-4pm, Anyone over 50 is welcome. 

A&B Pilgrimage Taster April 2026:  A pilgrimage taster, based 
in the village of Old in their home county of Northampton-
shire.  This will be the traditional mini pilgrimage/pilgrimage 
reunion format of 2 nights in a hall, with a walk and evening 
meal on the Saturday. All are welcome, especially those who 
have not been on one of our pilgrimages before!  The dates 
are Fri 17th – Sun 19th April.  

The full details are in the invitation / booking form .  The   
easiest way to apply is probably to cut and paste the booking 
form into an email, add your responses and email it 
to mini26@thepilgrims.org.uk   Please email if planning on 
the walk only. 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 6 March, 6.30pm - Lenten Reconciliation Service, St W’s. 
Thurs 12 March, 6-7.30pm -  1st Holy Com Mtg, St W’s Hall. 
Thurs 26 March, 2-4pm - Over 50’s Club, St W’s Hall. 
Fri 27 March, 11-12pm - Parish Bereavement Gp, St W’s Hall. 
Sun 29 March, 10am - Charity Breakfast, St G’s Hall. 
Fri 3rd April, Family Stations of the Cross, St W’s. 

Sun 12 April, After Mass - St G’s Quarterly Com Mtg, St G’s. 
Thurs 16 April, 6-7.30pm - 1st Holy Com Mtg, St W’s Hall. 22nd Feb - Mass Attendance:   St W’s 97 St G’s 97 
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