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GOSPEL REFLECTION
In this Sunday’s gospel reading we 
see Simon, Andrew, James, and John 
being called by Jesus. We are told that 
they left their nets and followed him. 
The fact of having to leave something 
seems to be a non-negotiable 
condition for being a follower of 
Jesus. In another episode in the gospel 
Jesus invites the rich young man to 
follow him by first selling all that he 
has and giving the money to the poor. 
Not every person who responds to the 
call of Jesus is required to sell all their 
material goods. A father or mother 
cannot sell their house which gives 
shelter to their children. So, what can 
we all leave behind so as to respond to 
the call of Jesus? In terms which St Paul 
would use, we can leave behind our 
“old self” and put on the “new self”. 
The “old self” is characterised by envy 

and jealousy, selfishness and greed, 
being self-centred and indifferent 
to the sufferings of others, rivalry 
and resentment, back-biting and 
bickering. This is what we are called to 
leave behind. How do I know if I have 
really left the “old self” behind? If we 
see what St. Paul calls the “fruit of the 
Spirit” being manifested in our life: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. These fruits are the mark 
of the true disciple of Jesus.

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL

BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL
FRATELLI TUTTI

The Death Penalty
268. “The arguments against the death penalty are 
numerous and well-known. The Church has rightly 
called attention to several of these, such as the 
possibility of judicial error and the use made of such 
punishment by totalitarian and dictatorial regimes 
as a means of suppressing political dissidence or 
persecuting religious and cultural minorities, all 
victims whom the legislation of those regimes 
consider ‘delinquents’. All Christians and people 
of good will are today called to work not only for 
the abolition of the death penalty, legal or illegal, in 
all its forms, but also to work for the improvement 
of prison conditions, out of respect for the human 
dignity of persons deprived of their freedom. I would 
link this to life imprisonment… A life sentence is a 
secret death penalty”. 257 

257. Ibid.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Cf. Ps 95:1,6
O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
In his presence are majesty and splendour,
strength and honour in his holy place.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
direct our actions according to your good pleasure,
that in the name of your beloved Son
we may abound in good works.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
	 of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.	

FIRST READING
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.	 Isaiah 9:1b–4 
In the former time the Lord brought into contempt the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has 
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the 
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM	 Psalm 27(26):1. 4. 13-14. R.1a
R.   The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
whom should I dread?  	 R.
There is one thing I ask of the Lord,
only this do I seek:
to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord,
to enquire at his temple.  	 R.
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness
in the land of the living.
Wait for the Lord; be strong;
be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord!  	 R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians.	

	 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 
and the same judgement. For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe’s people that there is quarrelling among you, my brothers 
and sisters. What I mean is that each one of you says, ‘I follow 
Paul’, or ‘I follow Apollos’, or ‘I follow Cephas’, or ‘I follow Christ.’ 
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptised in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to 
baptise but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL           
Alleluia, alleluia.	 Cf. Matthew 4:23
Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom
and healed every affliction among the people.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL	 Matthew 4:12–23
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 
into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow 
of death, on them a light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus 
began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.’ 

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting 
a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said 
to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going 
on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him.

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and every affliction among the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray,
and in sanctifying them 
grant that they may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	   Cf. Ps 33:6
Look toward the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, receiving the grace
by which you bring us to new life,
we may always glory in your gift.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Encyclical Fratelli Tutti

Each day offers us a new opportunity, a new possibility. We should 
not expect everything from those who govern us, for that would 
be childish. We have the space we need for co-responsibility in 
creating and putting into place new processes and changes. Let 
us take an active part in renewing and supporting our troubled 
societies. Today we have a great opportunity to express our innate 
sense of fraternity, to be Good Samaritans who bear the pain of 
other people’s troubles rather than fomenting greater hatred and 
resentment. Like the chance traveller in the parable, we need only 
have a pure and simple desire to be a people, a community, constant 
and tireless in the effort to include, integrate and lift up the fallen. 
We may often find ourselves succumbing to the mentality of the 
violent, the blindly ambitious, those who spread mistrust and lies. 
Others may continue to view politics or the economy as an arena 
for their own power plays. For our part, let us foster what is good 
and place ourselves at its service. We can start from below and, case 
by case, act at the most concrete and local levels, and then expand 
to the farthest reaches of our countries and our world, with the 
same care and concern that the Samaritan showed for each of the 
wounded man’s injuries. Let us seek out others and embrace the 
world as it is, without fear of pain or a sense of inadequacy, because 
there we will  discover all the goodness that God has planted in 
human hearts. (N. 77-78)
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PARISH COMMUNITIES OF ST GEORGE POLEGATE AND ST WILFRID HAILSHAM 

Parish Priest: Fr Rory Kelly, St Wilfrid’s Presbytery, South Road, Hailsham BN27 3JG: 01323 841504 

hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk • www.saintsgeorgeandwilfrid.co.uk 

Safeguarding representative for both churches: Maria, 07873 759962 

Streaming via  https://saintsgeorgeandwilfrid.co.uk/online-masses-and-recordings/Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/.westcar#_=_ 

Weekly Services 

Saturday 24 January 

10:00am St W  

Sunday 25 January: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00am St G Mass: Parish Communities’ Int. 

10:30am St W Mass: John & Margaret Forde’s Int. 

Monday 26 January 

2:30pm St G Rosary Group: All welcome 

Tuesday 27 January 

10:00am St G Mass:  

Wednesday 28 January 

10:00am St W Mass: Lyra Lissenburg RIP 

Thursday 29 January  

10:00am St G Mass:   

Friday 30 January  

10:00am St W Mass: 

12.30pm St W Service of Celebration for Betty’s  

  Daughter, Mary. 

Saturday 31 January  

10:00am St W Adoration and Confession 

Sunday 1 February: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Collection 8/2/26 A&B Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund) 

9:00am  St G Mass:  

10:30am St W Mass: Parish Communities’ Int.  

Please remember in your prayers those who are 
unwell and those named in the books in our churches: 
Amy Jenkins, Lily May, Joshua Hardy, Peter and Teresa 
Zurenkas, Anne Holt, Margaret, Rosie Tuson, Lilian 
Summers, Sue Nye, Tom Woodrow-Spencer, Laurey 
Stimpson, Nicole McCutchan, Nellie Oakshott, Jean 
Molloy, Alan Smith, Julie Martin, Holly Leone, Deborah 
Osbourne Walker, Gill Standen, Letty Booth, Thomas 
Pailey, Thomas Guy, Michael O’Regan, Richard Streeter, 
Patricia Delaney, Graham, Pamela Swanston, Jean and 
Chris Littlewood, Jean Skelton, Jennifer, Peter Mitchell, 
Cecilia Hyland, Madeleine Waters, Andrew, and Gerry 
Page  

Lots more information is available in the narthex, on our website and on the website of the New Parish: www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk 

Hub Newsletter: the next edition of the monthly Hub 
Newsletter will be delayed from February to March. 

Parish Social Events Questionnaire: 
At the recent Social Committee meeting, it became clear that 
we are struggling both to generate ideas for events and to find 
volunteers to run them. We have therefore decided to issue a 
questionnaire to find out what types of events would be of 
interest to parishioners.  Forms will be available in the porch 
and the closing date for responses is 8 February.  Please take 
the time to complete one, as this will help us understand the 
types of events and activities you would like to see included in 
our programme for 2026. 

Spitfire Girl Talk - 21st February 2026 - 7.30pm St Wilfrid’s 
Church Hall:  On Saturday February 21st at 7.30pm there will 
be a talk on Spitfire Girl, Mary Ellis, given by Author Melody 
Foreman.  Mary was a member of the Air Transport Auxiliary 
and flew many different types of aircraft including bombers 
single handedly during the war.  Tickets £15. available from 
civilaviationtrust.org for more information contact Gary 
O’Brien.  Thank you. 

Lourdes Pilgrimage:  Our pilgrimage to Lourdes is one of the 
most significant pastoral events in our annual diocesan 
calendar, with hundreds of members of our community of 
faith visiting the Grotto together each year.  Sandra and a few 
youths will be attending, lets give this our maximum support, 
so if you would like to join them, please apply or speak to 
Sandra for more information.  Applications for the 2026 
Pilgrimage will open in early 2026. The Pilgrimage will take 
place from 24-30 July.  https://www.abdiocese.org.uk 

Last Sunday Charity Breakfast:  Our next Charity Breakfast will 
be Today, Sunday 25th January after mass at St George’s when 
we will be supporting “Warming Up the Homeless”. We hope 
you, your family and friends can support this. 

Pilgrimage to Poland:  26 May to 1 June 2026.  £995pp sharing 
or £1200pp in a single room, includes flights, one suitcase, half 
board, excursions and a travel representative.  If you are 
interested speak to Ilona 07904 680885 for more details or to 
sign up. 

CAFOD Family Fast Day – Lent Appeal :  Enjoy a simple 
soup and bread lunch in St Wilfrid’s Hall after the 
10.30am Mass on Sunday 22nd Feb. All are welcome 

to join us for fellowship and Family Lenten activities 
Sunday 18th January - Mass Attendance: 

St Wilfrid’s 126 St George’s 64 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 30 Jan, 11-12pm - Parish Bereavement Group, St W’s Hall. 
Sun 25 Jan, 10am - Charity Breakfast, St G’s Hall. 
Wed 4th Feb, 7-8.30pm - F.H.C. Parents Mtg, St W’s Hall. 
Wed 11 Feb, 6-7.30pm - 1st Holy Com Mtg, St W’s Hall. 
Thurs 26th Feb, 2-4pm - Over 50’s Club, St W’s Hall. 
Wed 11 March, 6-7.30pm -  1st Holy Com Mtg, St W’s Hall. 
Fri 3rd April, Family Stations of the Cross, St W’s. 
Sun 12 April, After Mass - St G’s Quarterly Com Mtg, St G’s. 



St George and St Wilfrid’s Parish Social Events Questionnaire 
 
Purpose: 

This questionnaire helps us understand what kinds of social activities parishioners would enjoy, so we can plan 

events that build fellowship and community. 

 

Section 1: About You (Optional) 

1. Age group: 

☐ Under 18  ☐ 18–30  ☐ 31–45  ☐ 46–60  ☐ 61+ 

2. Do you usually attend parish social events? 

☐ Yes  ☐ Sometimes  ☐ Rarely  ☐ Never 

 

Section 2: Interest in Social Events 

3. How important are parish social events to you? 

☐ Very important  ☐ Important  ☐ Neutral  ☐ Not important 

4. What types of social events would you be interested in? (Tick all that apply) 

☐ Family fun days / picnics 

☐ Meals (potlucks, parish dinners) 

☐ Youth events 

☐ Seniors’ gatherings 

☐ Cultural events 

☐ Games / quiz nights 

☐ Music / Comedy/talent shows 

☐ Talks / discussions (non-religious) 

☐ Charity / outreach activities 

☐ Trips / outings   

☐ Seasonal Fairs 

☐ Film Nights with Pizza and Popcorn 

☐ Other (please specify): ______________________ 

Section 3: Practical Preferences 

5. When would you prefer social events to be held? 

☐ Weekday mornings  ☐ Weekday evenings  ☐ Saturday  ☐ Sunday (after Mass) 



6. How often would you like social events? 

☐ Weekly  ☐ Monthly  ☐ Quarterly  ☐ Occasionally 

7. Preferred duration of events: 

☐ 1–2 hours  ☐ Half day  ☐ Full day 

8. Would you be willing to contribute in any of the following ways? 

☐ Volunteering time 

☐ Helping with planning 

☐ Providing food 

☐ Financial support 

☐ Not at this time 

If you can support any of the areas listed above, please share your contact details:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 4: Barriers & Suggestions 

9. What prevents you from attending parish social events? (Tick all that apply) 

☐ Time constraints 

☐ Lack of interest 

☐ Childcare needs 

☐ Transportation 

☐ Not aware of events 

☐ Events don’t appeal to me 

☐ Other: ______________________ 

10. How do you usually hear about parish events? 

☐ Church announcements 

☐ Notice board 

☐ Word of mouth 

☐ Parish bulletin 

Section 5: Your Ideas 

11. What social event would you most like the parish to organize? 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

12. Any additional comments or suggestions? 

 

___________________________________________ 

Please return completed form to the box in the church porch or scan completed form to 

hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk by 8th February 2026 

mailto:hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk

